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RESEARCH NOTE

BIRD RECORDS FROM SIMBALBARA WILDLIFE SANCTUARY,
HIMACHAL PRADESH

Introduction

The Shivalik landscape (29° 57" to 31°
20' N Lat. and 77°35' to 79°20' E Long.),
which is also called the sub-Himalaya, is
aligned more or less parallel to Himalayas.
The climate of this region is tropical and
sub-tropical in nature. The accessibility of
the region makes it vulnerable to
anthropogenic disturbances. The present
study aimed to study the bird species
composition and richness in the area.

Simbalbara Wildlife Sanctuary (SWLS)

Topography : The SWLS (30" 24' 21" to 30°
28' 13" N Lat., 77° 27' 18" to 77°31' 26" E.
Long.)is located in the Paonta valley, which
is considered the western limit of sal
(Shorea robusta) in India (Fig. 1). The
sanctuary is uninhabited, although it has
about 35 villages bordering it along its
South and South-western periphery. It
covers an area of 19.03 km? Prior to its
notification in 1958, Simbalbara sanctuary
was a hunting reserve of the former
Maharajah of Sirmaur (Singh et al., 1990).
The area is representative of the lower
Shivalik region and lies in the boundary of
the Haryana plains and the main Shivalik
system. The flora, fauna and topography
show affinities to Western Himalaya,
Punjab Plains and Upper Gangetic plains.
It is present in the biogeographic province
4A (Rodgers and Panwar, 1988). The
altitudinal range is about 350 m to 700 m
above msl. Temperature ranges from 10°C

to 46° C with a mean annual rainfall of
1,260 mm. The relative humidity varies
form 100% during monsoon to 26% in
summer (Singh et al., 1990). The hills are
composed of unconsolidated sandstone and
conglomerate that are extremely prone to
erosion. The soil is extremely porous and
therby highly drained.

Vegetation : The vegetation of the Shivalik
hills is characterized by sal, mixed
deciduous forest, grassy slopes, riverine
khair sissoo (Acacia catechu, Dalbergia
sissoo), degraded scrub, pine forests, and
subtropical dry evergreen forests. The
forests of SWLS may be described as moist
sal-bearing forests (3C/C2) and northern
dry mixed deciduous forests (5B/C2),
according to Champion and Seth (1968).
Apart from these two major types, there
are Eucaelyptus, mixed woodlands and
riverine forests. Plantations of Tectona
grandis, Eucalyptus sp., Poplar sp. and
Bamboo exist as patches. Other than Sal,
the forests have a canopy formed by
species like Terminalia alata, Grewia sp.,
Ougeinia oojeinensis, Ehretia laevis.,
Syzygium sp. and Buchanania latifolia.
The middle layer often consists of
Mallatus philippinensis, Cassia fistula,
Zizyphus sp., Aegle marmelos and Pyrus
pashia. The shrub layer has plants like
Murraya sp., Colebrockia oppositifolia,
Lantana camara, Carrisa carandus,
Flacourtia sp., Flemingia sp., etc in addition

-to saplings of Mallotus philippinensis

and Cassia fistula.
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Simbalbara Wildlife Sanctuary, Himachal Pradesh.

Methods

The study was carried out during
winter and summer (2004-06). Thirteen
transects, 300-500 m in length were laid in
three different habitat types, i.e. four in
Eucalyptus plantaitons, three in
Eucalyptus-sal mixed forests and six in sal
dominant forests. The distance between
individual transects was least 1 km to
maintain spatial independence. Bird were
- noted during transect walks between 0630
hrs and 0800 hrs. Identification of birds was
carried out using relevant reference books

on avi-fauna of Indian sub-continent
(Ali and Ripley, 1996; Kazmierczak, 1999;
Grimmet et al.,1999).

Observations

As many as 117 species were recorded
from the study area. Seasonal changes in
the composition of the birds of the Shivalik
are very evident. Most high altitude birds
are known to migrate to lower altitudes
during winter. Sixty three bird species were
recorded only in winter and 88 species in
summer (Table 1).
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