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ABSTRACT

Larval foed preference and developmental stages of yellow

coster butterily, Pareba vesta Fabri . wers obsarved
ranicularly in Debregeasia salicifolia {0.Con), in the valleys
cf Great Himalayan National Park.

INTRODUCTICN

Mymphaiids are widely distributeg and ri hly represented in
Himalayan region. Gicbally 14 subfamilies are racorded of
which 10 are found in Indian region. Of the total number of
butterflies in the world one third are Nymphalicae (Haribal,
1982). The yellow costar butterfly, Parava vestais the member
of subfamily Acraeinae and only two soecies are recerded in
Indian region and both are small and highly diversified found
in Himalaya.

Buttedlies help in cross pollination and the distribution of
butterflies depend on the availability of the prefered food plant.
The association between butterflies and plants is highly
specific. There are few butterfly species which are asscciated
with the grasslands, grassy clearing in woods and open
grassland habitat in Himalaya (Uniyal and Mehra, 1996). The
developmental stages of yellow coster butterfly were observed
only on Debregeasia salicifolia in the valleys of Great
Himalayan Mational Park.

Study area

The observation site selected for the presant study lies
between the elevation of 1500 to 2000m. in Tirhan Valley of
the Great Himalayan Naticnal Park (GHNP) situated between
Lat. 31°38" 15" and 31° 56' 41" North and Long, 77°20' to 77°
52' 11" E in Kullu district of Himachal Pradesh. About one
third of the park area supports closed canopy forest
representing five bread forest types.

Cbservaticns

The tlack and small hairy monophagous larvae were first
cbserved in the month of February 1896 on the leaves of
Debregeasia salicifolia of family Urticaceas. It is a good
fodder plant in this ragion. A soft hairy evergreen shrub, with
broad to narrow lancelolate sharply toothed aiternate leaves
which are densely white-woolly beneath. It is found upto
2500m. elevation in Himalaya. In autumn it is full of yellow to
arange raspberry like edible fruits. The glants ars dicecious
(Polumin and Stainten, 1288).

Weekly larval observations were made at different sites. After
about 3 months duration all the larvae turn into slightly
yellewish white patch on its dorsal side and are visible only
vnen larvas were iully stretcned. The larvae are clothed with
30 to 53 black to brown bristles and about 3 to 3.5 em. in
length and feed on the |eaves .

Life cycle of Yellow Coaster butterily
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with silk pad and pupa has yellow and black bands on 1. After
+ period of r2st, it start undulating movernent trom tail up. On
he basis of the morphalogy of pupa it is Very easy to
fistinguish the pupa of yellow coster from other species, The
Jupa is pale pink at first, slowly black and orange dots stans
ppearing, and by the end of the day the pupae turns into fight
Jink with black and orangs,

The pupa takes 7-10 days to emerge into adult, The details of
ving markings, head, eye, can be observed even before
smargence. The pupa splits open on the back, the butterfly
<rawls out of it and finds suitable resting place, and ready 1o
ly In search of food and mate. After a short flight it comes
cack to rest on the same plant. The aduits mate and

repreduce. The first ameargad yellow coster are seen in first
wesk of June. The egas are small round and yellow in colour,
The aduit yellow coster butterfly is yellowish dark veins with a
wing span of 8-8 cm, It has a very shont flight range.
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